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Agenda 

•  Show & Tell 
•  The ePub ‘spec’ 
•  Some Tools 
•  Questions 
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ePub Specification 
International Digital Publishing Forum (IDPF)  



An Epub is . . . 

 
 

A ‘zipped’ and portable web site 
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Epub version 2.0.1 

EPUB internally uses XHTML . . . to represent 
the text and structure of the content document, 
and a subset of CSS to provide layout and  
formatting.  
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Epub version 2.0.1 

EPUB internally uses XHTML . . . to represent 
the text and structure of the content document, 
and a subset of CSS to provide layout and  
formatting. XML is used to create the document 
manifest, table of contents, and EPUB  
metadata. Finally, the files are bundled in a zip 
file as a packaging format. 
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Epub version 2.0.1 
•  A marriage of four specifications  

– Open Publication Structure (OPS) for  the content  

– Open Packaging Format (OPF) defines the  
structure of the epub in XML 

– Navigation Control file for XML (NCX) defines a 
hierarchical TOC for navigation 

– Open Container Format (OCF) defines the ZIP 
archive with an ‘.epub’ extension 
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Construction 

•  XML and XHTML are strict about 
markup and other stuff 
– End tags . . . <br/> 
– Entities . . . &mdash; and &ndash;  
– Doctypes 
– XML namespaces 
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Examples . . . 
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.1//EN" "http://

www.w3.org/TR/xhtml11/DTD/xhtml11.dtd"> 
<html xmlns="http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml"> 
 <head> 
  <title>TITLE 8 - Corporations</title> 
  <link rel="stylesheet" href="css/book.css" type="text/css"/> 
  <meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="application/xhtml
+xml; charset=utf-8"/> 
  <meta name="EPB-UUID" content="DC2011421Title8"/> 
 </head> 
 <body> 
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Examples . . . 
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<!DOCTYPE ncx PUBLIC "-//NISO//DTD ncx 2005-1//EN" "http://www.daisy.org/

z3986/2005/ncx-2005-1.dtd"> 
<ncx xmlns="http://www.daisy.org/z3986/2005/ncx/" version="2005-1"> 

 <head> 

  <meta name="dtb:uid" content="http://delcode.delaware.gov/title8"/> 
  <!-- some tags deleted -->  
 </head> 
 <docTitle> 
  <text>Title 8 Corporations</text> 
 </docTitle> 

  <!-- some tags deleted -->  
 <navMap> 
  <navPoint playOrder="1" id="cover_8"> 
   <navLabel> 
    <text>Front Cover</text> 
   </navLabel> 
   <content src="cover_8.xml"/> 

  </navPoint> 
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Resources 

•  Adobe® Digital Editions 
–  http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/ 

•  Calibre – eBook management 
–  http://calibre-ebook.com/ 

•  Epub Format Construction Guide 
–  www.hxa.name/articles/content/epub-guide_hxa7241_2007.html 

•  Threepress Validator 
–  http://www.threepress.org/document/epub-validate 
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Contact for more information 
Ed McNeeley, Information Architect, GIC 
302.857.3021  //  ed.mcneeley@state.de.us 


